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WAIILATPU
Sept. 29th, 1842
My Dear Jane and Edward:
I sit down to write you, but in great haste. My beloved husband has about concluded to start next
Monday to go to the United States, the dear land of our birth; but I remain behind. I could not
undertake the journey, if it was considered best for me to accompany him, that is to travel as he
expects to. He hopes to reach the borders in less than three months, if the Lord prospers his way. It
is a dreadful journey, especially at this season of the year; and as much as I want to see you all, I
cannot think of ever crossing the mountains again-my present health will not admit of it. I would go
by water, if a way was ever open; but I have no reason to think I ever shall.
If you are still in Quincy you may not see him until his return, as his business requires great haste. He
wishes to reach Boston as early as possible so as to make arrangements to return next summer, if
prospered. The interests of the missionary cause in this country calls him home.
Now, dear Jane, are you going to come and join me in my labours? Is dear Edward so far advanced
as not to need your aid any more? Do you think you would be contented to come and spend the
remainder of your life on mission ground? If so, make your mind known to husband and he will make
arrangements for you at Boston to come. Count the cost well before you undertake it. It is a dreadful
journey to cross the mountains, and becoming more and more dangerous every year; but if any
mission families come, you will find no difficulty in placing yourself under their protection. Bring
nothing with you but what you need for the way, and a Sunday suit, a Bible and some devotional
book for your food by the way. Send the remainder by ship. When E. has well finished his education,
I hope he will come, also, for there will be work enough here to do by that time. At any rate, if you do
not come, spend, if you please, all the time you can in writing me until he comes back, for he wishes
to return next summer. Now do not disappoint me, for I have not heard a word from either of you
since March, 1840. I have written you much since that time, but it may not have reached you.
I shall be left alone at this station for a season, until Mr. Gray can send some one up from below to
take the charge; and he has left the mission and goes to engage in a public school. I hope to have
Mr. Rogers or Mr. Littlejohn to winter here-the latter wishes to return to the States in the spring.
Now, dear J. and E., adieu. I hope you will see husband long enough to have a good visit with him. I
hope he will call as he goes along. If he has time, he will, but his business requires haste, if he
returns next spring.
Please give much love to Mr. and Mrs. Beardsley; tell her I shall never cease to remember and love
her, and ardently hope they will both write me. I should like to hear of the different members of her
family with whom I used to be acquainted.
Gladly would I write more if I could, but must write a line to other friends. Pray for me and mine while
we are separated from each other.
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Much love from myself to you both.
Affectionately your sister,
N. WHITMAN.
P.S.-I have forgotten to speak of husband's company in travel. He is Mr. A.L. Lovejoy, a lawyer who
came up from the States this summer, and now is willing and anxious to return for the good he may
do in returning. He will probably come back again. He is not a Christian, but appears to be an
intelligent, interesting man.
N.W.
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